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Accurate structure determination of large molecules still represents an ambitious challenge. Interesting benchmark
systems for structure determination are large diamondoid dimers, whose structures are governed by strong intramolecular
interactions. Recently, diamondoid dimers with unusually long central C–C bonds (up to 1.71 A˚) were synthesized. This
long central C-C bond was rationalized by numerous CHHC-type dispersion attractions between the two halves of the
molecule. The thermodynamic stabilization of molecules equipped with bulky groups has provided a conceptually new
rationale, since until then it had been assumed that such molecules are highly unstable. We performed a broadband CP-
FTMW spectroscopy study in the 2-8 GHz frequency range on oxygen-substituted diamondoid dimers (C26H34O2, 28
heavy atoms) as well as diadamantyl ether to provide further insight into their structures. The experimental data are
compared with results from quantum-chemical calculations and gas-phase electron diffraction. For the ether, we even
obtained 13C and 18O isotopologues to generate the full heavy-atom substitution structure.
